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Remembering Fernando Zallo 

•€•‚ƒ •••  !"# •

I spent with him the last moments of his life. It was a privilege. I 

remembered the day I first met him in Zijiahuei, Shanghai, at the end 

of March 1949. He was then 22 years old. Tall and handsome.  

Knowing that he was coming from the famous town of Guernica I 

greeted him with the song ªGuernica ko arbola¼º One of the few 

basques songs I have learned. 

When on February 11, 2006, I sat next to him to say in laud voice 

the prayers for the dying, he was 80 years old. He has given to the 

Taiwan People the best 58 years of his life. He grow-up next to the 

castle of St. Francis Xavier and had faithfully followed his steps. 

I never have the chance to live with him in the same community. 

Yet, all I could see during those days at his side was that he was very 

much loved. I witness the constant flow of visitors from Tainan, 

Taichong, Hsinchu, Taipei who wanted to see him, to pray and to 

cry¼ 

On the occasion of his 50th Anniversary as a Jesuit, Fr. General 

thanked him for his long years of service to the Church and to the 

Society. In that letter, the General wrote: ªHundreds of young people 

have been truly blessed by the seeds of Faith and generosity you 

planted in their hearts at the right time and in the right wayº. The flow 

of visitors before he died was for me a clear confirmation that the 

seeds he has planted have bear much fruit. With all of them I say: 

Gracias Fernando. Hasta la vista..                                  
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Talking with Fr. Zallo 

•€•‚ƒ •••  !"#  

The other day I went to the ªback mountainº at Ching Shan and 

had this conversation with Fr. Fernando Zallo:  

 

•€•‚ƒ„ …ƒ†‡ˆ‰Š„ ‹ƒ‡„ Œƒ‡Œ‹ƒ†ˆ•„ ‹„ Ž••••„ ‹ˆ‰„ ‹Š•„ ‘‡„ ’•„ “ƒ†’‡„

Š•‘‡’”†ˆ•„‹Ž•‚’„••‚–„—”‹’„Š”•‚˜‰„™„“ƒ†’‡š›„ „ „

ªWhy do they have to do that? No need! The same as Marcelino 

Andreu, the only thing I want is that they reflect about the meaning of 

death and human life and, especially, that they keep knowing Jesus 

more and more. He is the one who gives full meaning to our human 

life. Thanks to him, I have gone through almost 80 years of, 

sometimes, no so easy life.º 

•™„•ˆ•“–›„ „

ªDuring my life as a Jesuit, I have passed by many places and 

communities, from China, to the Philippines and even in Taiwan: 

Hsinchu, Tainan, Taichung, Taipei. My happiest time was in Taichung. 

There I was with my best friend, Lino Andreu. We studied together 

Middle School at the same place Francis Xavier was borne. From 

there we went to the novitiate at Loyola. While in Taichung, I had 

another good friend, Mariano Manso. Once in a while, we would go 

out to walk, talk and have simple meals.º  

•—‡˜˜•„••‚„Œƒ•Ž‹Ž˜•„“‡ƒ‡„‰•†ˆ•„‘•Š’„•…„’”‡„’‹˜•†ˆ•› –„ „ „

ªDo not be naughty! Once, Lino, Ricardo Ferreira, you and I went 
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on an excursion through the Central Mountains of Taiwan, during 

winter. It was beautiful and we had a wonderful time. Do you still 

remember?º 

•€•‚ƒ„…†‡ˆ‚‰‚†ˆŠˆŠ‹ˆ†Œ‚‰‚•„…•Ž‚••ˆ‚‘’ƒ•…†ˆ‡‚“‚•ˆ”‚Ž“•‡‚“–„Œ—‚

ªLater on, I used to take several older Spanish speaking Jesuits on 

tours and they enjoyed it very much. During the last years, when we 

all were getting older, the farther we could go is Hsinpu, where we 

used to enjoy Brother Bernardo's hospitality.º 

• ˆ‡Œ‚!„•Žˆ†•…"‚Šˆ“"‡‚“•Ž‚‘"ˆ“‡“••‚ƒ„•#ˆ†‡“•’„•$—‚ ‚

ªAs far as work is concerned, one of the happiest times in my life 

was the years in Taichung, working with the Tung-hai and F!ng-chia 

Students, especially, during Christmas and Easter. We used to prepare 

the celebrations very carefully and many people liked to attend them. 

I was, for several days, running from Tung-hai to F!ng-chia and back. 

It was tiresome, but I felt extremely happy.º 

• ˆ‡%‚•ˆ‡Œ‚ „…‚‘†ˆ‘“†ˆŽ‚••ˆ‚"’•…†–•‚#ˆ†•‚”ˆ""Œ—‚

ªAnd you also. Chin Y"ng-tai's funeral was wonderful. There was 

a real prayerful atmosphere.º 

•&•“•'‡Œ‚ „…‚•„"Ž‚Šˆ‚“‹„…•‚’•Œ‚(„††•‚‰‚ƒ„…"Ž‚•„•‚‘“ †•’ƒ’‘“•ˆ‚’•‚

•„…†‡‚‹ˆƒ“…‡ˆ‚‰‚”“‡‚ƒˆ"ˆ‹†“•’•–‚“•„••ˆ†‚•…•ˆ†“"‚•„† ‚••ˆ‚•“••ˆ†‚

„•‚“‚•†’ˆ•Ž‚—‚ ‚

ªWithin the students work, there was the CLC work, in the several 

groups I accompanied in Taichung and at the national level: 

Formation week, meetings and retreats of group-presidents, and even 

once I attended the Month of Faith and Life, when you were away in 

30  !"#$%&  

 

the year 1986. During those activities the relation with the other 

sisters and priests was particularly interesting and exciting.º 

• ˆ‡Œ‚)ˆ†•‚ˆ*ƒ’•’•–‚‡„Šˆ•’Šˆ‡Œ—‚ ‚

ªAnyway, we could still remember so many activities and, 

especially, people we have known together. But you have work to do 

and I have just told you that what really has kept us going is the 

friendship among ourselves initiated and supported by our friendship 

with Jesus. Several times I have felt accepted and encouraged by you 

in a simple and unnoticeable way. I am very grateful for it.º  

• ˆ‡%‚‰‚•“#ˆ‚•„•’ƒˆŽ‚’•‚“•Ž‚‰‚”“‡‚#ˆ†•‚•“‘‘•‚“‹„…•‚ ’•Œ‚ „…‚“"‡„‚

•“#ˆ‚ ˆ*‘†ˆ‡‡ˆŽ‚ •„…†‚ “‘‘†ˆƒ’“•’„•‚ •„†‚ Šˆ‚ “•Ž‚ Š•‚ ”„†' ‚ ’•‚

Ž’••ˆ†ˆ••‚ „ƒƒ“‡’„•‡Œ‚‰•‚•“‡‚ ‹ˆˆ•‚ “‚–†ˆ“•‚ ˆ•ƒ„…†“–ˆŠ ˆ••‚ “•Ž‚‰‚

••“•'‚•„…‚•„†‚’•Œ‚+†ˆ‚•„…‚‡…†ˆ‚•„…‚Ž„‚•„•‚”“••‚Šˆ‚• „‚”†’•ˆ‚Š„†ˆ‚

“‹„…•‚•„…,‚-„‚•„•‚ƒ„Š‘"“’•‚"“•ˆ†‚„•.—‚ ‚

ªNo. No. I do not complain any longer. Don't worry.º  

•€Œ/Œ‚(“•‚ •ˆ""„‚ •„‚0’•„‚ “•Ž‚‡„‚Š“••‚ „••ˆ†‡‚ “•Ž‚†ˆŠˆ Š‹ˆ†‚

…‡—Œ‚ ‚

•€•‚ƒ  

 ! •€•‚ƒ„…†‡ˆ‰Š‹Œ•Ž••‘’“”  
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As• Recuerdo a Zallo 

•€•‚ƒ • €• !"# •

Antes de empezar conviene decir que no he tenido la suerte de vivir 

con !l.  

Cuando vine a esta escuela-- hace 40 a"os-- !l fue a otro lugar. 

Estando en Taichong, entonces ya nos ve#mos durante las vacaciones 

de veranoÐ!l sol#a coincidir con los campings de estudiantesÐo 

cuando nosotrosÐj$venesÐpas%bamos por all#. De all# fue destinado 

a Taipei y all# ha seguido hasta el final.  

Lo poco que puedo decir es que era una persona con buen espiritu. 

Si ofend#a con bromas o sin darse cuenta, se corregia y admit#a las 

quejas de los dem%s. Sol#a venir con frecuencia a S. Louis 

aprovechando los cumplea"os y fiestas notables como Navidad y A"o 

Nuevo. &l no ven#a solo y bien puede ser por ser buen compa"ero. 

Cuando lo hac#a, siempre ven#an algunos con !l y contagiaba a otros 

para que hicieren lo mismo. Con frecuencia tra#a cosas como vino, 

jam$n, pastas, turr$n y lo tom%bamos juntos. Qu! ratos m%s 

deliciosos pas%bamos juntosÐla mayor#a eran espa"oles y qu! papel 

hac#a la cocinera preparando cosas que a todos nos gustaban por 

parecerse y mucho a lo que nuestras madres nos preparaban ya hace 

alg'n tiempo. Se fue y bien que se nota ahora.  

Ya no tenemos al chofer incondicional y tampoco a la persona que 

animaba a otros para estar de vez en cuando todos juntos.  
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En la escuela tenemos un profesor que fue alumno en aquellos 

tiempos y que lo ha recuerdado por toda la vida. Pienso que todav•a 

hay otros que as• lo hacen. Cuando se casaron los hijos fue invitado 

por el padreÐprofesorÐy €l aceptaba con gusto. Cuando la familia 

de Zallo vino por primera vez, tambi€n fueron invitados a una fiesta.  

A veces me ped•a ayuda para comprar o reparar partes o todo un 

ordenador. Le ve•a agradecido m•s de lo normal.  

•€•‚ƒ  
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